
Florence Nightingale  
Prior Learning Concepts 
Reception – know that things happened before they were born and 
that these were in the past.  Use and understand words related to 
the passing of time - before I was born, long ago and a long time 
ago. Use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the 
past.  
Year 1 – Know that things happened in the past, a long time before 
they were born. Use common words related to the passing of time. 
Retrieve information from a given source.  

Significance – To quality of being worthy; importance.   
 

Cause and Consequence – To recognise why people did things, why events happened and what 
happened as a result.   
 

Key Vocabulary Images, icons and maps. 
 

Crimean War 
A war fought between Russia on one side and 
Britain, France, Turkey and Sardinia. 

 
 

Nurse A person who is trained to take care of sick or 
injured people.  

Scutari 
hospital 

The hospital in Turkey where Florence Nightingale 
went to help injured soldiers of the Crimean War.  

Soldier A person who is trained to fight in wars 
Patients People who are being looked after by nurses and 

doctors.  
Victorian 

period 
 The Victorian era was the period of Queen 
Victoria's reign, from 20 June 1837 until her death 
on 22 January 1901 

Key Facts  
1) Florence was named after the city that she was born it – 

Florence, Italy.  
2) Her family did not want her to become a nurse, they wished 

for her to marry well and run a household.  
3) At the age of 31, Florence went to Germany to train as a 

nurse.  
4) She got a job at St Thomas’ hospital as a head nurse.  

5) She and 38 volunteers went to the Scutari hospital to help 
soldiers who were injured during the Crimean War. 

6) She became know as ‘The Lady with the Lamp’.  

Timeline 
Born 12th May 1820 in 
Florence, Italy. 
 

1851 Florence travelled to 
Germany to train as a nurse.  

1853 takes a job as a head 
nurse at St Thomas’ 
women’s hospital in 
London.  

1854 - 21st  October – sets sail to 
Scutari, arrives 4th November. 

August 1856  Returns to 
England in disguise.  

1859  First edition of 
‘Notes on Nursing’ 
published.  

Died August 14th 
1910. 



 


