
Writing – Diary 
Prior Learning Concepts 
Sequence sentences to form short narratives, including both fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry  
Write for different purposes.  
Begin to write in both the past and present tense, sustaining this throughout a 
short piece or writing.  
Spell year 1 common exception words correctly.  
Use the coordinating conjunction and, starting to use but and so to join clauses in 
writing.  
Use the subordinating conjunction because to join clauses in writing.  

Past tense – To show that a completed action took place in the past. Something 
that has already happened.  
First person - A first-person narrative is a way of storytelling through the 
narrator’s point of view. It uses first-person pronouns such as 'I', 'me' and 'we'. 

Key Vocabulary Images, icons and maps. 

Dairy  

A diary is a personal record of thoughts, feelings 
and events. Usually, it is arranged in the order in 
which the things you’re writing about actually 
happened. 
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of time 
 
 
Feelings 

Adverbs of time  Adverbs of time tell us when an action happened, 
but also for how long, and how often.  

First person  Told from the narrator’s point of you. Uses 
pronouns - I, me, we, my, our.  

Past tense  
 

The events that you’re writing about have already 
taken place.  

Feelings  Writing about how you felt when the event was 
taking place.  

Conjunctions 

Conjunctions are connecting words, phrases or 
clauses. Conjunctions are used to connect sentences 
or clauses e.g. and, but, so, because, if and when.  

Key Facts 
1) Include the date of the diary entry.  
2) A diary entry is written in first person – I, me, my, we and our.  
3) Describe your feelings.  
4) Adverbs of time –  Firstly, then, finally.  
5) To be written in the past tense.  
6) To join ideas using conjunctions -  
 

Letter 
formation 

 Capital 
letters 

Phonics 
knowledge 

Finger 
spaces 

Punctuation 
Tricky 
words 
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