
Leamington Hastings C of E Academy 
Writing Curriculum  

At Leamington Hastings C of E Academy, writing lessons are taught daily so that children learn to write clearly, accurately and coherently, learning to adapt 
their language and style for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. Children are taught transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 
(articulating ideas and structuring them) skills, along with learning how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. Spelling skills will be taught as part of the 
writing curriculum, but also as part of phonics lessons.  

Within units of work, children throughout the school will be introduced to new vocabulary. Writing units will be based on a text, supporting the children not 
only to develop their vocabulary, but also to also develop their comprehension skills.  

All children in school take part in a daily handwriting session, so that children learn to write fluently, legibly and with a good speed. For those children in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage, this may take the form of fine motor skill practice to build skills and muscles needed for writing once they are older. Children 
are also taught how to spell high frequency words, tricky words and common exception words within the curriculum.  

Aims 
Throughout strands of the writing curriculum children will: 

• Be fully immersed in books in order to inspire writing 

• Create writing for a purpose  

• Provided with opportunities to extend their vocabulary 

• Develop an understanding of grammar for their year group 

• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, using the skills specified for their year group 

• Have regular opportunities to practise their writing skills  

• Be taught how to plan, edit and revise their work  
 

Children will also apply their knowledge of writing throughout other subjects in the curriculum, such as history or science, where they will demonstrate age 
appropriate skills.  
 
* This document should be read in conjunction with the reading progression document, the phonics progressions document, the speaking and listening 
progression document and the handwriting and presentation policy  
 
Writing genres taught: 
 

Nursery Labels Lists Caption
s 

   

Reception Retellin
g a 
story 

Short 
descript
ion of a 

Rhymin
g strings 

Writing about factual objects or events  Instructi
ons 

  



charact
er 

Key Stage One  Imitating a story – 
alternative ending, 
alternative story 
etc. 

Innovate – writing 
own story 

Charact
er 
profile 

Poetry – 
descript
ive, 
riddles, 
syllable 
poems 

Chronol
ogical 
report 

Explana
tion 
text 

Non 
chronol
ogical 
report 

Recount  Diary 
entry 

Postcar
d 

Letter 

 
 
 

 Nursery 
Rising 3s 

Nursery 
Pre-School 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Planning   Plan writing by 
composing a simple 
sentence orally, with 
adult support as needed.  

Plan writing by composing 
sentences orally.   

Independently plan what 
they are going to write 
about, including using key 
words and new 
vocabulary. 

Use a simple planning 
frame.  

Compositi
on 

Experiments with 
writing in play e.g. 
‘writing’ a shopping list 
in the home corner.  

Assigns meanings to 
marks made, drawings 
and paintings.  

Writes text to 
communicate meaning 
for a range of purposes.  

Sequence sentences to 
form short narratives, 
including both fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry  

Develop stamina for 
writing by writing about 
poetry, real and fictional 
events. 

Begins to assign 
meanings to marks, 
drawings and paintings.  

Makes attempts to write 
their own name, with 
some letters formed 
correctly.  

Writes short sentences 
in meaningful contexts.  

Write for different 
purposes. 

Makes attempts to write 
own name using a 
combination of lines, 
curves, circles and letter 
type shapes.   

Writes 2 or 3 simple 
sentences in one sitting, 
which can be read by 
themselves and others 

 Use sentences with 
different forms in their 
writing and punctuate 
them correctly – 
statements, questions, 
exclamations and 
commands. 
 



Use simple organisational 
devices within writing e.g. 
subheadings. 
Use a range of sentence 
openers within writing. 

   Begin to write in both the 
past and present tense, 
sustaining this throughout 
a short piece or writing. 

Use the present and past 
tense mostly correctly and 
consistently in extended 
writing. 

Uses some words that 
they have recently been 
introduced to in their 
writing.  

Use adjectives or topic 
related words in writing. 

Use expanded noun 
phrases to describe and 
specify. 
 
 

Use adventurous 
vocabulary within a range 
of writing e.g. adjectives, 
topic vocabulary, verbs 
and adverbs. 

 Select adjectives and topic 
related words from a word 
mat or working wall to use 
within writing.  

Access word mats and 
working walls to select 
vocabulary for effect  

Editing  Re-read writing with an 
adult to check that it 
makes sense.  

Re-read what they have 
written to check that it 
makes sense, making 
corrections or additions.  

Make simple revisions, 
additions and corrections 
to their own writing. 

Make simple corrections 
to writing with the 
support of an adult. 

Use word mats and the 
working wall to check 
spelling choices and begin 
to make some 
independent corrections. 

Use a dictionary, word 
bank or working wall to 
find out how to spell a 
word or to correct 
spellings independently. 

Spelling 
and 

 Can verbally segment 
words. 

Use phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways 
which match spoken 
sounds. 

Spell words containing 
each of the 40 + 
phonemes taught as part 
of the phonics curriculum, 
with other words spelt in a 

Spell words containing the 
phonemes taught in 
English appendix 1, with 
other words spelt in a 



punctuatio
n  

phonetically plausible 
way. 

phonetically plausible 
way. 

Spell the phase 2 and 3 
tricky words correctly.   

Spell year 1 common 
exception words correctly. 

Spell year 2 common 
exception words correctly.  

Spell tricky words from 
phase 4 and 5 correctly.  

 Begin to spell the days of 
the week correctly, 
knowing that they begin 
with a capital letter.  

Consistently spell the days 
of the week and months 
of the year correctly, 
knowing that they begin 
with a capital letter.  

 Name the letters of the 
alphabet.  

Name the letters of the 
alphabet in order, 
applying this knowledge 
when spelling words 
aloud.  

 

 Use the letter names to 
distinguish between 
alternative spellings of the 
same sound.  

Begin to use the 
apostrophe to spell some 
simple words with 
contracted forms 
correctly.  

Spell more words with 
contracted forms 
correctly. 

Use an apostrophe to 
demarcate singular 
possession.  

Spell words using the 
prefix un 

Add suffixes to spell words 
correctly in their writing, 
understanding the rules 
for changing / not 
changing the spelling of 
the root word e.g. ing, 
ness, ed, ly, ment, est, 
less, er, ful, y, plurals s / es 
/ ies (see phonics 
progression grid for 
spelling rules) 

Add the suffixes -ed – ing 
– er and -est where no 
changes to the root word 
are required  

Add -s or -es, beginning to 
apply spelling rules within 
taught lessons  



 Spell some common 
homophones and near 
homophones correctly.  

Spell many of the first 100 
high frequency words 
correctly 

Spell most of the first 100 
high frequency words 
correctly, moving onto 
some of the next 200 
words. 

 Leave finger spaces 
between words in most 
of their writing.  

Consistently leaves finger 
spaces between words.  

Use finger spaces between 
words that reflect the size 

of the letters used.  

 Demarcate most 
sentences with capital 
letters and full stops.  

Consistently demarcate 
sentences with capital 
letters and full stops.  
 

 

 Begin to demarcate 
sentences with 
exclamation marks and 
questions marks when 
required.  

Use exclamation marks 
and question marks 
correctly when required. 
(including exclamatory 
sentences)  

Begin to use a capital 
letter for names of people, 
places, the days of the 
week, and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’. 
 

Use capital letters for 
proper nouns.  

 Use commas to separate 
items in a list.  

Grammar   Use the coordinating 
conjunction and, starting 
to use but and so to join 
clauses in writing. 

Use a range of 
coordinating conjunctions 
(e.g. or, and, but, so) to 
join clauses in writing. 
 

Use the subordinating 
conjunction because to 
join clauses in writing. 

Use subordinating 
conjunctions (e.g. when, 
if, that, because) to join 
clauses in writing. 



 

 Write from memory 
simple words, captions 
and sentences dictated 
by the teacher that 
include words using the 
GPCs and tricky words 
taught so far.  

Write from memory 
simple sentences dictated 
by the teacher that 
include words using the 
GPCs, common exception 
words and punctuation 
taught so far. 

Write from memory 
simple sentences dictated 
by the teacher that 
include words using the 
GPCs, common exception 
words and punctuation 
taught so far 

Handwriti
ng and 
fine motor 
skills  

Confidently uses a range 
of implements to make 
marks on a paper e.g. 
pencils, felt tips, paint 
and crayons. 

Uses a pencil with good 
control e.g. tracing over 
vertical lines.  

Understands that we 
write from left to right.  

  

Begins to show a 
preference for a 
dominant hand. 

Shows a preference for a 
dominant hand.  

 

Begins to hold pencils 
between the thumb and 
fingers e.g. digital 
pronate grip. 

Holds a pencil between 
the thumb and fingers 
e.g. a four finger grasp. 

Usually uses a tripod 
grasp when holding a 
pencil. 

Consistently uses a tripod 
grasp to hold writing 
implements.  

 

Makes attempts to trace 
over shapes and lines.  

Uses clockwise and 
anticlockwise 
movements when 
tracing correctly over 
lines and shapes. 

Forms recognisable 
lower case letters, most 
of which are correctly 
formed, using a printed 
style.  

Form lower case letters 
correctly, using a printed 
style.  

Form lower case letters 
correctly, using a cursive 
style. 

Understand which letters 
belong to which 
handwriting family.  

Imitates simple shapes 
such as circles and lines.  

Begins to copy and form 
some letters from their 
own name.  

Forms recognisable 
capital letters, most of 
which are correctly 
formed. 

Form capital letters 
correctly.  

 

 Form letters which are the 
correct size, relative to 
one another using a 
printed style.  

Form letters which are the 
correct size, relative to 
one another using a 
cursive style. 

 Know that lower case 
letters do not join to 
upper case letters.  



 Begin to sit upper and 
lower case letters on the 
line when using a printed 
style.  

Sit upper and lower case 
letters correctly on the 
line when using a printed 
style.  

Sit upper and lower case 
letters correctly on the 
line when using a cursive 
style. 

 Begin to use ascenders 
and descenders of an 
appropriate size when 
using a printed style. 

Ascenders and descenders 
are an appropriate size 
using a printed style. 

Ascenders and descenders 
are an appropriate size 
using a cursive style. 

Shows an interest in 
representing numerals.  

Begins to copy and form 
some numerals of 
personal significance.  

Form the digits 0 to 9 
correctly, using the 
correct school style, 
although some reversals 
may occur.  

Consistently form the 
digits 0 to 9 correctly, 
using the correct school 
style, with no reversals. 

 

 Can sit at a table 
comfortably to carry out 
writing tasks.  

Know how to sit correctly 
at a table (bottoms on 
seats, feet on the floor) so 
that they are ready to 
write. 

 

Use scissors to make 
snips in paper.  

Begins to use scissors 
one handed to make 
snips in paper.  

Uses scissors one handed 
to cut out lines or shapes 
in paper with good 
control. 

 

Shows an interest in 
colouring shapes and 
pictures.  

Attempts to colour 
within the lines.  

Colours neatly, building 
presentation skills for 
KS1.  

 

Begins to show accuracy 
and care when drawing.  

 

 Join their handwriting 
using a cursive style.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendices: 

 

 
 



   
 

 

 



 
 

 



 


