Calculation Policy
Addition and Subtraction




Notes and Guidance

Calculation Policy

This is the Dunchurch Infant school EYFS calculation policy,
adapted from the White Rose calculation policies.

This document is broken down into addition, subtraction and mul-
tiplication and division.

At the start of the policy, there is an overview of the
different models and images that can support the
teaching of different concepts. These provide
explanations of the benefits of using the models and
show the links between different operations.
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Each operation is then broken down into skills and
each skill has a dedicated page showing the
different models and images that could be used to
effectively teach that concept.
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Number shapes
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Benefits

Number shapes can be useful to support children to
subitise numbers as well as explore aggregation,
partitioning and number bonds.

When adding numbers, children can see how the parts
come together making a whole. As children use number
shapes more often, they can start to subitise the total due
to their familiarity with the shape of each number.

When subtracting numbers, children can start with the
whole and then place one of the parts on top of the
whole to see what part is missing. Again, children will
start to be able to subitise the part that is missing due to
their familiarity with the shapes.

Children can also work systematically to find number
bonds. As they increase one number by 1, they can see
that the other number decreases by 1 to find all the
possible number bonds for a number.
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Benefits

Cubes can be useful to support children with the addition
and subtraction of one-digit numbers.

When adding numbers, children can see how the parts
come together to make a whole. Children could use two
different colours of cubes to represent the numbers
before putting them together to create the whole.

When subtracting numbers, children can start with the
whole and then remove the number of cubes that they
are subtracting in order to find the answer. This model of
subtraction is reduction, or take away.

Cubes can also be useful to look at subtraction as
difference. Here, both numbers are made and then lined
up to find the difference between the numbers.

Cubes are useful when working with smaller numbers but
are less efficient with larger numbers as they are difficult
to subitise and children may miscount them.



Fives frames/ Tens frames within 10
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Part-whole Model

Benefits

This part-whole model supports children in their
understanding of aggregation and partitioning. Due to its
shape, it can be referred to as a cherry part-whole model.

When the parts are complete and the whole is empty,
children use aggregation to add the parts together to find
the total.

When the whole is complete and at least one of the parts
is empty, children use partitioning (a form of subtraction)
to find the missing part.

Part-whole models can be used to partition a number
into two or more parts, or to help children to partition a
number into tens and ones or other place value columns.



Single bar model
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Discrete bar model

Benefits

The single bar model is another type of a part-whole
model that can support children in representing
calculations to help them unpick the structure.

Cubes and counters can be used in a line as a concrete
representation of the bar model.

Discrete bar models are a good starting point with
smaller numbers. Each box represents one whole.




Bead strings and rekenreks
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Benefits

Different sizes of bead strings can support children at
different stages of addition and subtraction.

Bead strings to 10 are very effective at helping children
to investigate number bonds up to 10.

They can help children to systematically find all the
number bonds to 10 by moving one bead at a time to see
the different numbers they have partitioned the 10 beads
intoeg. 2 + 8 = 10, move one bead, 3 + 7 = 10.

Bead strings to 20 work in a similar way but they also
group the beads in fives.

Rekenreks are also effective at showing number bonds to 10. This
can be shown using the top row of beads to begin with and
children can then explore number bonds in different ways using
both the top and bottom rows.



Number tracks
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Benefits

Number tracks are useful to support children in their
understanding of augmentation and reduction.

When adding, children count on to find the total of the
numbers. On a number track, children can place a
counter on the starting number and then count on to find
the total.

When subtracting, children count back to find their
answer. They start at the minuend and then take away
the subtrahend to find the difference between the
numbers.

Number tracks can work well alongside ten frames and
bead strings which can also model counting on or
counting back.

Playing board games can help children to become
familiar with the idea of counting on using a number
track before they move on to number lines.



Addition
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Skill: Add 1-digit numbers within 10
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\ The domino shows 7.
How many other dominoes
can you find that show 7?

Use counters to add 7 spots to the other ladybirds.

Can you find more than one way to do it?
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When adding
numbers to 10,
children can explore
both aggregation and
augmentation.

The part-whole
model, discrete and
continuous bar
model, number
shapes and ten frame
support aggregation.

The combination bar
model, ten frame,
bead string and
number track all
support
augmentation.




Subtraction
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Skill: Subtract 1-digit numbers within 10
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Part-whole models,
bar models, ten
frames and number
shapes support
partitioning.

Ten frames, number
tracks, single bar
models and bead
strings support
reduction.

Cubes and bar
models with two bars
can support finding
the difference.




Multiplication
and Division
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Skill: Multiplication and Division

Sort the socks into pairs.

How many socks? How many legs in total?

How many pairs? How many are needed for

each side?

(1

OO

Ol 1919
olg D10
Q

QO

Children in the Early Years
will begin to develop their
understanding of
multiplication and
division by looking at
doubles, halves and s
halving.

This will be done through
practical activities such as
putting objects into pairs,
Combining 2 equal groups
and sharing into equal
groups.

They will be encouraged to
spot the links between
doubling, halving and
sharing.




Glossary

Addend - A number to be added to another,

Aggregation - combining two or maore quantities or
measures to find a total,

Augmentation - increasing a quantity or measure by
another quantity,

Commutative - numbers can be added in any order.

Complement - in addition, a number and its
complement make a total eg. 300 is the
complement to 700 to make 1,000

Difference - the numerical difference between two
numbers is found by comparing the quantity in each

group.

Exchange - Change a number or expression for
another of an equal value.

Minuend - A quantity or number from which another
s subtracted.

Partitioning - Splitting a number into its component
parts.

Reduction - Subtraction as take away.

Subitise - Instantly recognise the number of objects
in a small group without needing to count.

Subtrahend - A number to be subtracted from
another.

Sum - The result of an addition.

Total - The aggregate or the sum found by addition.



